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Frame of Reference
I believe that the purpose of education is to help children build positive identities, promote curiousity and a desire for learning, create social awareness, and ultimately prepare them to become fulfilled, critical thinking members of society.

 I value the importance of building a sense of community within the classroom at the start of and throughout the school year.  I hope that by taking the time to build relationships with each of my students and encouraging them to do the same with each other, my class will have a greater sense of connectedness and trust. I also value the importance of social emotional learning and understand that the best learning emerges in the context of supportive relationships that can not only make learning challenging and engaging, but also meaningful. I want to foster growth mindsets, where just as Carol Dweck suggests, students will learn/believe that their abilities and/or skill set can and will be developed through dedication and hard work. I will push my students to strive for their personal best, not only in terms of academic achievement, but also as members of a society.  
I will demonstrate use of effective teaching practices and pedagogy in my classroom, with a particular emphasis on my student’s as unique learners. It is important to embrace the diversity in students and the various experiences and prior knowledge that each student brings to class. By knowing my students on an individual level, I will be able to make lessons specific to their learning preferences and/or requirements. Also by incorporating students’ own interests into my lessons, I believe I will make learning more relevant and meaningful for them by enabling them to make connections beyond the classroom into their real lives. As a teacher, I will strive to transform my students’ learning experience from simply completing mandatory assignments to generating excitement about learning. I intend on making learning fun and engaging by incorporating technology and kinesthetic activities whenever and wherever possible. I will place more ownership over students’ learning by not only incorporating differentiation into my instruction, but also by allowing and encouraging students to represent their learning in ways that best suit them. Just like BC’s New Curriculum, I believe that education isn’t so much about teaching students factual memorization, as it is about teaching students the process in acquiring new information. 
I believe that assessment is an essential part of an effective teaching and learning process, where its central purpose is to support and enhance student learning. Assessment is about carefully planning and then adjusting lessons so that they will guide and support students as they acquire knowledge and learn new skills. With regular daily assessment, such as the AFL strategies, I will be able to not only change either the pace of my instruction and/or modify the way in which I am presenting the given information, but also focus on each student's strengths and weaknesses separately.

I value the importance of the community and will embrace their involvement in my classroom where it will deepen my students’ learning. I will regularly invite guest speakers into my classroom to not only share their experiences, but also help narrow the gap between theory in the classroom and practice in the real world. I believe that parents/guardians play a crucial role in their child’s education and welcome/encourage their involvement in my classroom. I firmly believe in and support regular communication home to parents/guardians and believe in sending home regular class newsletters and/or creating an online platform to share students’ learning. 

The purpose of education is to help children build positive identities, promote curiousity and a desire for learning, create social awareness, and ultimately prepare them to become fulfilled, critical thinking members of society.  This will be accomplished by building a sense of community within in the classroom, developing relationships, pushing students to strive for their personal best, combining students’ learning needs and/or requirements, their personal interests, and any connections to real world into fun, engaging lessons, and using assessment to support and enhance students learning.
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